WHAT FOLLOWS IS AN EDITED VERSION OF A POWER
POINT PRESENTATION GIVEN BY HISTORIAN BILL KIVETT
AT THE 23 OCTOBER KIVETT REUNION / PKFA MEETING.

THE TEXT FONT IS BIG AND THERE ARE LOTS OF PAGES.
IT'S REPRODUCED HERE THIS WAY TO BE EASIER TO
MANAGE COPIES OF THE SCREEN VIEWED SLIDE IMAGES.

SO PLEASE BE PATIENT, AND SCROLL DOWN THROUGH
ALL THE PAGES TO THE END.

MOST WHO HAVE SEEN IT SAID THAT THEY LIKED IT.
MAYBE YOU WILL TOO.

THE SUBJECT:

“WHY DO WE HAVE FAMILY REUNIONS, ANYWAY”

USES A PARTICULARLY GRAPHIC ILLUSTRATION
OF A 5™ GENERATION KIVETT FAMILY, AND HOW AN
EARLY REUNION CAME TO TAKE PLACE AT THEIR HOME.

IT CONCLUDES WITH INFORMATION ABOUT A STREET SIGN
WHICH ENDURED AS A REPRESENTATION OF THIS FAMILY,

AND HOW SOME OF THOSE ACTUAL HISTORIC ARTIFACTS
NOW PROVIDE A UNIQUE SOURCE OF
FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THE PKFA

WOULD YOU LIKE TO PARTICIPATE?
E-Mail: bkivett@earthlink.net
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WHY DO WE
HAVE
FAMILY

REUNIONS
ANYWAY 7



THEY
PROVIDE

AN
OPPORTUNITY

TO
RE - UNITE



WITH OUR
ROOTS



AND
TOGET TO

KNOW ONE
ANOTHER

AGAIN - OR
FOR THE
FIRST TIME
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aughters of the
o Arm, ican Revolution®

United States Daughters of 1812

2013 KIVETT REUNION

McMasters Cemetery
Grave Markers
Presented
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78223 RANDOLPH COUNTY

HERITAGE SITE

McMasters Cemetery

Ca. 1787
Peter Kivett Family Association

Designated By:
Randolph County Historic Preservation Commission
March 26, 2013

2013 KIVETT REUNION

McMasters Cemetery

CULTURAL HERITAGE SITE
RECOGNITION



2015 KIVETT REUNION
McMasters Cemetery
NEW SIGNAGE
DEDICATED



NOW,
FOR SMALL
FAMILIES

WITH JUST A
FEW
GENERATIONS



ESPECIALLY

WHEN FAMILY
MEMBERS
STILL LIVE
NEAR ONE
ANOTHER



REUNIONS
DO NOT MATTER
SO MUCH

THESE FOLKS
SEE ONE
ANOTHER

PRETTY OFTEN



TAKE THIS
AMERICAN
KIVETT FAMILY

IT BEGAN WITH
ONE SET OF
PARENTS AND 8
CHILDREN



PETER AND
ANNA BARBARA

CHARITY
HENRY M.
JOHN MATTHEW
JACOB
MARY BARBARA
ELIZABETH
ANNA MARGARET
PETER (I1)



THEY LIVED
TOGETHER, AND WERE
TOO BUSY CARVING
OUT A LIFE IN AMERICA

TO CARE ABOUT
REUNIONS
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(MUCH LIKE THIS FAMILY)



BUT WHILE CARVING
OUT LIVES,
MARRIAGES OF ALL 8
OF THESE CHILDREN

AND THEY ALL HAD
CHILDREN OF THEIR
OWN

O 0, DO OO
/" 'L-\<\ ‘?\‘/ &w\ﬁ-: ,T.—f :g .TLJ— ;
’ e LS . 4 ~ _‘:‘



BY THE 2N\P
GENERATION THIS
AMERICAN KIVETT

FAMILY NUMBERED 79!
THEIR 8 CHILDREN’S CHILDREN:

CHARITY FOUST HAD 8
HENRY M. HAD 7

JOHN MATTHEW HAD 9
JACOB HAD 10

MARY BARBARA FOUST HAD 9
ELIZABETH SCOTTEN HAD 8
ANNA MARGARET WOLFE HAD 5
PETER (Il) HAD ABOUT 13




YES, THE KIVETTS
HAVE ALWAYS BEEN
FRUITFUL!

BUT THESE 79 STILL

LIVED PRETTY CLOSE TO
ONE ANOTHER

AND MOST LIKELY GOT
TO SEE ONE ANOTHER
EVERY FEW DAYS.

SO STILL NO NEED FOR
OFFICIAL REUNIONS



BUT FRUITFULNESS
CONTINUED INTO THE
3RP GENERATION.

THESE 69
GRANDCHILDREN OF
PETER AND ANNA
COMBINED TO ADD
ABOUT

438

MORE FAMILY
MEMBERS



AND

SOME OF THIS 3rd
GENERATION HAD
MOVED AWAY FROM

THIS PART OF
CENTRAL NC

TO HELP BUILD
AMERICA IN THE

MIDWEST



BECAUSE OF
MARRIAGES OF THE
KIVETT FEMALES

ABOUT HALF OF THESE
FAMILIES HAD

SURNAMES
OTHER THAN KIVETT



AS THEY GREW TO
ADULTHOOD AND HAD
4™ GENERATION
FAMILIES, CONTACT
WITH THEIR NC ROOTS
WERE BECOMING
FORGOTTEN.

THOSE BACK IN NC

DID NOT EVEN KNOW
ABOUT SOME THESE
NEPHEWS & COUSINS



SO, BY THE LATE
1800°S AND EARLY
1900’S

ADD A 5™ GENERATION

AND THE KIVETT
FAMILY MEMBERS
NUMBERED INTO THE
THOUSANDS




AND WERE SPREAD
ACROSS THE ALSO
GROWING USA
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BY THEN,

KIVETT FAMILY
REUNIONS BEGAN TO
HAVE REAL MEANING.



NOW,

HERE’S A TRUE
STORY ABOUT
ONE OF THESE

51" GENERATION

KIVETT FAMILY
MEMBERS:



WILLIAM LARKIN KIVETT
1864 - 1915



HIS FATHER WAS

THOMAS JEFFERSON
KIVETT

HIS GRANDFATHER
WAS HENRY KIVETT
(THE INDUSTRIALIST)

HIS GREAT
GRANDFATHER WAS
JOHN MATTHEW
KIVETT — ONE OF
PETER AND ANNA'S 4
SONS



THIS 5™ GENERATION
KIVETT MOVED UP TO THE
HEADWATERS OF THE
DEEP RIVER

TO A VILLAGE CALLED
HIGH POINT.

THERE HE AND HIS
QUAKER RAISED WIFE
ESTER VESTAL

IN 1903 STARTED A FARM
ON WHICH THEY RAISED A
FAMILY OF 10 CHILDREN
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LARKIN KIVETT BIRTHPLACE

NEAR WHERE WE ARE TODAY



BY THE 1910 DECADE

THIS LARKIN KIVETT
AND HIS LARGE FAMILY
HAD CREATED A
HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL
250 ACRE FARM
BUSINESS THERE IN
THIS LITTLE TOWN



WORD OF HIS SUCCESS
SPREAD THROUGHOUT
THE KIVETT FAMILY —
AND ACROSS MUCH OF
THE USA

MAINLY FOR THE
VEGETABLES HE
RAISED AND SHIPPED

ESPECIALLY CABBAGE
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JANUARY 1915 LETTER
ON FARM LETTERHEAD
FROM HIS THEN UNMARRIED

OLDEST DAUGHTER
LEOLA SALENE KIVETT




THEY LIVED IN A
STATELY LARGE
HOUSE ON A MAIN
ROAD IN THE EASTERN
PART OF THIS
GROWING TOWN

THEY WERE SO WELL
KNOWN THAT THIS
ROAD BECAME KNOWN
AS

KIVETT DRIVE



Country Residence of W. L. Kivett



BUT,

ON 15 OCTOBER 1915
TRAGEDY STRUCK!

51 YEAR OLD LARKIN
AND HIS 9 YEAR OLD
SON BYRNE POMEROY
WERE CLEARING
STUMPS TO MAKE
MORE LAND USEFUL



THEY WERE USING
SOME OLD DYNAMITE
TO QUICKLY BLOW UP

THESE NUISANCE

STUMPS
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BUT SOMETHING WENT
HORRIBLY WRONG!

THIS FAMILY’S LIFE
IN AN INSTANT
WAS CHANGED

FOREVER
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| Pay Ttribute to the Two Vie- ’
| ttms of Explosion. |

THE SERVILES IMPRESSWE

|
Short Funeral Talks Were M.B,dﬂ;
by Half a Dozen Ministers Who |
Had Known Deceased.




CONTINUING TO
OPERATE THE FARM
AND RAISE HER 9
REMAINING CHILDREN

AGES 3 - 22

FELL ON THE
SHOULDERS OF A 45
YEAR OLD WIDOW

ESTER JANE VESTAL
KIVETT



AS DID MANY OF THE
WIVES OF KIVETTS
WHO HAD A
REPUTATION OF

“MARRYING WELL”

ESTER AND HER OLDER
CHILDREN KEPT
THINGS GOING

WITH THE SUPPORT OF
NEIGHBORS AND
OTHER KIVETTS



THE BIG WHITE HOUSE
ON KIVETT DRIVE IN
HIGH POINT BECAME A
RALLYING POINT

AND THE MEMORY OF
LARKIN KIVETT AND
HIS SON BYRNE

BECAME ANOTHER
MILESTONE IN

KIVETT HISTORY



WE DON’T KNOW WHEN
IT STARTED, BUT HERE’S
A SURVIVING PHOTO OF
THE 1937 KIVETT
REUNION HELD THERE
AT LARKIN AND ESTER
KIVETT'S HOUSE IN HIGH
POINT ON KIVETT DRIVE.

BY THEN CITY ROAD
SIGNS RECOGNIZED
THIS FAMOUS FAMILY



KIVETT FAMILY REUNION

AT THE HOME OF THE LATE
WILLIAM LARKIN KIVETT

ON KIVETT DRIVE
IN HIGH POINT, NC



BUT,

NO PHYSICAL OBJECT
ENDURES FOREVER.

IN THE 1950°’S MOST OF
THE FAMILY HAD MOVED
AWAY, AND
EVENTUALLY THE BIG
HOUSE WAS TORN
DOWN

BUT THE KIVETT DRIVE
SIGNS REMAINED



AND, THE
NEIGHBORHOOD

ALSO CHANGED.

BY AROUND 2000 MUCH
OF THE THEN URBAN
HIGH POINT ALONG
KIVETT DRIVE HAD
BECOME AN INDUSTRIAL
AREA, MIXED WITH
PROJECT HOUSING
DECAY



FEW REMEMBERED WHY
THE LONG STREET
BEGINNING NEAR THE
CENTER OF HIGH POINT
AND EXTENDING FAR TO
THE EAST BEYOND THE
CITY LIMITS INTO RURAL
GUILFORD COUNTY WAS
STILL NAMED

KIVETT DRIVE



PETITIONS WERE
PRESENTED TO THE
HIGH POINT CITY
COUNCIL TO CHANGE
THE NAME OF THIS CITY
STREET TO

REV. MARTIN LUTHER
KING JR. BLVD.



IN LATE 2015

A RESOLUTION WAS
PASSED TO FORMALLY
RENAME ALL THE
STREET WITHIN THE
HIGH POINT CITY LIMITS

AND TO REPLACE THE
KIVETT DRIVE

ROAD SIGNS



THE PKFA GOT
INVOLVED -

TOO LATE TO CHANGE
THE RELENTLESS FLOW
OF TIME

BUT

IN TIME TO GET THE
CITY COUNCIL TO SAVE
FOR US SOME OF THE

KIVETT DRIVE SIGNS

AS HARD SYMBOLS OF
KIVETT HISTORY



AND

HERE THEY
ARE!






THEY’RE THE
ACTUAL SIGNS THAT
FOR YEARS

PROCLAIMED TO THE
WORLD THE
SIGNIFICANCE OF
THIS

LARKIN KIVETT

A G-G-GRANDSON OF
PETER AND ANNA



KIVETT DRIVE SIGNS
ON THIS STREET IN
HIGH POINT, NC
CAUSED LATER
GENERATIONS TO
ASK

WHY WAS THIS
STREET NAMED
KIVETT DRIVE, AND
WHO WERE THESE
KIVETT’'S, ANYWAY?



BUT,

NOW
YOU ALL
KNOW



THIS YEAR, LIKE ALL
BEFORE, THE PKFA
NEEDS MONEY TO
KEEP GOING.

TAKING A CUE FROM
PUBLIC TELEVISION,
WE ARE OFFERING
THESE SOLID
REMNANTS OF
KIVETT HISTORY



FOR A PRE-ESTABLISHED
SIGNIFICANT TAX
DEDUCTIBLE GIFT

THOSE ATTENDING THIS
2016 KIVETT REUNION
CAN TAKE HOME WITH
THEM ONE OF THESE

KIVETT DRIVE SIGNS AS A

“THANK YOU GIFT”



JUST SEE OUR
TREASURER BEFORE
YOU LEAVE AND
MAKE YOUR
DONATION

FIRST COME - FIRST

SERVED - AS LONG

AS THE FEW SIGNS
ARE AVAILABLE



TAKE HOME A PIECE
OF AUTHENTIC
KIVETT FAMILY

HISTORY

AND SUPPORT THE
CONTINUING

PKFA EFFORTS TO
KEEP KIVETT FAMILY
HISTORY ALIVE



THANK
YOU

FOR
BEING




ALL BUT
A

OF THESE
AVAILABLE
HISTORIC SIGNS
WERE

CLAIMED BY

2016 REUNION
ATTENDEES



THESE 4 REMAINING
SIGNS ARE NOW
BEING OFFERED

HERE AS
“THANK YOU GIFTS”

FOR THE SAME
VALUE PKFA
DONATIONS -

PLUS UPS SHIPPING
COSTS




JUST CONTACT
PKFA SECRETARY

BILL KIVETT AT

bkivett.earthlink.net

WITH YOUR DESIRE
TO HAVE ONE OF
THESE SIGNS
SHIPPED TO YOUR
HOME ADDRESS



ALL DETAILS WILL BE
THOROUGHLY
EXPLAINED.



BUT,

AS
FIRST-COME-
FIRST-SERVED

BASED ON DATE
AND TIME OF
MESSAGE RECEIPT



EVEN WITH THIS
LARGE FINANCIAL
OUTLAY,

THESE 4 HISTORIC
SIGNS

SURELY WILL BE
GONE SOON



JUST LET US
KNOW SO WE CAN
BE AS FAIR AS
POSSIBLE TO ALL
WITH THIS

ONCE IN A
LIFETIME

OPPORTUNITY
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Poter Hinett Feumityy Slosociation

www.pkivfa.org

DEDICATED TO

GENEALOGICAL
EDUCATION
Bl Kressf

Secretary and Historian





