










Margaret Isabel Butler Cheek
February 7, 1930 - August 9, 2014

Former PKFA Treasurer, and long-time annual October Kivett Reunion supervisor Margaret Butler Cheek
passed away at her home on Saturday, August 9, 2014.  The following was excerpted from her obituary as
published on the Loflin Funeral Home of Liberty, NC web site:

She was a life-long faithful member of Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church and served in many positions throughout
the years. She had great faith in the Lord and believed in the power-of-prayer.

A funeral service will be held, Wednesday, August 13, 2014 at 2:30pm at Mount Pleasant Baptist Church, 7103
Sandy Creek Church Road, Staley, NC with the Reverend Todd Moore and Reverend Alton Cook officiating.
Burial will follow in the church cemetery.

She was born in Randolph County on February 7, 1930 and was the youngest of 11 siblings. She was preceded
in death by her parents; James Boyd and Dora Kivett Butler; her siblings, Vallie Ray, Ruth Land, Christine
Shears, Lee Aiello, Lucy Montclair, George Butler, E.D. Butler, Frank Butler, and Frances McKinney; also her
son-in-law, John Mills.

Left to cherish her memory is her loving husband of 65 years, Howard "Hap" Cheek. Also surviving and
forever grateful for her love and blessings are her three children: Ronald Cheek (Jan) of Liberty, Christina Jobe
(Tommy) of Raleigh, Mary Margaret Mills of Yardley, PA; three grandchildren: Jason Cheek (Carrie) of
Pleasant Garden, Kristy Jobe of Franklinton, Lauren Brewer (Daniel) of Liberty; one step-grandchild: Patrice
Jobe Bagwell (Benjamin) of Clayton; four great-grandchildren: Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, and Hannah Cheek;
and three step-great-grandchildren: Reagan, Jillian, and Camryn Bagwell. She was very excited to be having
her 5th great-grandchild, "Baby Brewer," due in a few weeks; her sister Virginia "Jennie" Fonzo (Carl) of
Liberty, sisters-in-law Ann Keck Butler of Julian, Ruth Curtis Butler of Burlington, and brother-in-law Ralph
Cheek (Grace) of Liberty. Margaret was also loved her many nieces and nephews.

Those who knew her were always delighted by her contagious laugh and generous spirit. She loved growing
pumpkins and tomatoes so she could make pumpkin pies and share the bounty of her garden with others,
especially her "Encore" friends. She also had a special love and lifelong bond with her high school girlfriends.









 

   

THE PKFA NEWS 
December 24, 2011 

 

Death of Husband of PKFA Vice President 
 

 
A long time member of the Peter Kivett family Association passed away last week.  He was an 
avid supporter of the missions of this organization. Those who attended one of the PKFA annual 
meetings in recent years will remember his heartfelt blessings and benedictions so graciously 
offered. In October, 2011, he was finally recognized as the most senior male member in 
attendance at one of these events with a small award for bringing such dignity and warmth to all.  
We will miss his great gift for sharing just the right words and his ability to make everyone 
around him feel special. Please join in group support to his widow, Peggy, as she continues to 
serve. We now offer “Goodbye and well done” to an old friend. 
 

 

The Rev. Dr. C. Linwood Cheshire, Jr 
March 10, 1920 – December 15, 2011 



Obituary 
As posted on 

Rich and Thompson Funeral Home 
web site 

Rev. Dr. C. Linwood Cheshire, Jr., 91, of 714 Engleman Ave., Burlington, died at Moses H. 
Cone Memorial Hospital on Thursday, Dec. 15, 2011, after a brief illness.  
 
A native of Norfolk, VA, he is survived by his wife, Peggy Kivett Dowd Eliason Cheshire, and 
was the son of the late Clarence Linwood Cheshire, Sr. and Blanche Brinn Cheshire.  
 
Dr. Cheshire received his Bachelor of Arts Degree and Master of Divinity at Erskine College, 
Due West, SC, and a Master of Theology and Doctorate of Ministry at Union Theological 
Institute, Richmond, VA. He was pastor, and later pastor emeritus, at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, formerly Park Avenue Presbyterian Church where Cheshire Chapel is named in his 
honor. He was executive secretary of the Louisiana Presbytery, Baton Rouge, LA; executive 
secretary of the Orange Presbytery, Greensboro (Salem); and pastor of First Presbyterian Church 
of Wadesboro. His legacy is in the churches he helped organize—three in LA and over a dozen 
in NC. He was also vice president of Planned Giving, Erskine College, and a former member of 
the Burlington Civitan Club and lieutenant governor at the state level.  
 
Besides his wife, survivors include four sons, H. Clinton Cheshire and wife Betsy of Hickory, 
Clarence Linwood Cheshire, III of Honolulu, HI, Edney B. Cheshire and wife Kay of 
Greensboro, and James M. Cheshire and wife Linda of Badin Lake; grandchildren Mary 
Elizabeth Fee and husband Frank, Catherine C. Cawthorne and husband Lewis, John C. 
Cheshire, L. Allen Cheshire and wife Rebecca, David C. Cheshire, Kristen M. Cheshire and Lee 
H. Stafford; great-grandchildren Callin J. Fee and Ryan E. Fee; and on Peggy’s side, children 
Charles O. Eliason and wife Joan, Leslie John David Eliason and wife Peppi, and Adrienne E. 
Irigaray and husband Marcos; grandchildren Holden Eliason and wife Shareefa, Christopher 
Chase Eliason, Julian Irigaray, Gabriel Irigaray, Aubin Irigaray, Scott Busenlehner, and Shawn 
Busenlehner; and great grandchild Savion Busenlehner.  
 
He was preceded in death by his first wife, Mildred Edney Cheshire (mother of his children); his 
second wife, Betty Martin Cheshire; and his daughter, Bonnie Lynn Cheshire Fulton.  
 
Rev. Powell Sykes will conduct a memorial service at 2 p.m. Friday, Dec. 23, at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church. The family will receive friends from 12 to 2 p.m. in the Cheshire Chapel of 
the church.  
 
In addition to the church visitation, the family will receive friends at the residence.  
 
Memorials may be made to Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1126 West Webb Ave., 
Burlington, NC 27217.  



 

   The Kivette sisters are now history

THE PKFA NEWS 
October 9, 2010 

 
by Jay Ashley, managing editor of Times-News of Burlington, NC  

 
 
Camille Kivette died last week, closing out 90 years on earth. She and her sister, Florence, 
insisted they were “just plain and simple” and even though Florence bore the surname Childress 
from a 30-year marriage, the two were known around here as the Kivette sisters. 
 
When I met them, they wore simple clothes and drove a simple Cadillac tank with 183,000 miles 
and a dent from an unhappy collision with a deer on it. Before that, they owned a 1955 Cadillac 
“just like the one in ‘Driving Miss Daisy,’” Florence once boasted to me.  Born and bred in the 
briar patch, they were gemstones of Gibsonville, leading that city’s Christmas parade for many 
years. They were staunch financial supporters of their alma mater, Elon College, and were often 
spotted driving around the campus or lunching in the dining hall. 
 
The first time I met the Kivette sisters, they visited our church at homecoming. Their cousin was 
our preacher’s wife. I thought they might be homeless, dressed in bulky sweaters and slightly 
worn knit caps. When I saw them putting cookies and rolls into their pockets from the 
homecoming table bounty, I was washed with concern over these unfortunates. Soon I learned 
they were heirs to a fortune and could have bought and sold me a dozen times. 
 
They may best be remembered for the Christmas parties they threw every year for more than 40 
years. I got an invitation to what turned out to be their last Christmas party about a dozen years 
ago or so. Richard Petty couldn’t make it, but sent a poinsettia so large it must have taken a UPS 
truck to deliver it. Richard Vinroot, who was running for governor, showed up, as did 
Congressman Howard Coble. There were chiefs of police, mayors, socialites and men of 
business and industry and politics standing in line to have Florence draw them a demi-tasse of 
coffee from a silver service. The ladies told me anywhere from 300 to 400 people usually 
attended. “Political year” parties boasted big turnouts, the largest being about 650 people the 
year James Broyhill challenged Terry Sanford for the U.S. Senate. They considered the 
get-together “a Christmas gift to all our friends.” 
 
The sisters were daughters of the late P.L. and Annie Kivette. Florence was the widow of J. 
Clifton Childress, a career man in the Air Force. In 1934, P.L. built the large Southern Colonial 
style home on 15 acres along N.C. 100. With its 20 rooms, two formal gardens, servant’s 
quarters, life-size “play house” and gazebo, it was perhaps the finest home in the area. The home  

http://www.thetimesnews.com/reporter-profile/jay-ashley-times-news-134


 
contained a mixture of English and French 18th century furniture with some Far East influence 
from Childress’ Air Force days. The house was designed by architect William Roy Wallace, who 
also designed the Reynolda House. The original interior decorating was done by Otto Zenke and 
the property boasted two formal gardens, landscaped by Andrew Ramsey who did the Duke 
Gardens. The house was surrounded by some 60 English boxwoods. I can still see Florence 
pulling up a milk crate to sit on while we chatted on her front porch overlooking this magnificent 
estate, telling me, “we’re just plain, down-to-earth people.” 
 
Their father was in the lumber business as well as an assortment of entrepreneurial endeavors 
that included the Gibsonville Development Co. and the Rock Creek Farm, some 2,000 acres 
which now forms the Rock Creek Industrial Park. He was struck down at age 50 with a brain 
hemorrhage in April 1942 and remained paralyzed almost 10 years before passing away. The 
sisters told me they bought one of the first televisions to put in his room. Their mother was a 
milliner who worked with “Madame Hancock,” Mrs. T. W. Hancock, also known as “Miss 
Molly,” who designed gowns for the Reynolds family women. 
 
The sisters were interested in architecture and design. As kids they played in the lumber yards. 
They used to travel quite extensively in the U.S. (“we don’t fly,” Florence told me), including a 
train trip in the 1960s or early ‘70s around the country from Gibsonville to Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, Mexico, up the coast of California and across Canada. As they were traveling down 
through New England, they chanced to meet Norman Rockwell when they stopped at the 
Red-Line Inn across from his home. They chatted with the artist and received autographed 
copies of his “Four Freedoms” works. 
 
Camille told me she used to dabble in oils and executed a portrait of their father which hung over 
one of the five marble fireplaces. She was thrice president of the Piedmont District of the N.C. 
Federation of Music Clubs. The sisters enjoyed being around the Elon students and mingling 
with the likes of Margaret Thatcher and Jimmy Carter, who visited the campus for lectures. I 
remember how sad they were to see Dr. Fred Young retire as president of the college, but how 
much confidence they had in his replacement, Dr. Leo Lambert. I expect the respect was mutual. 
Dr, Lambert spoke at Camille’s funeral. 
 
Although I attended the last Christmas party, I didn’t know it was the last. Florence was 81 and 
Camille was 78 and, as usual, there were rumors that party would be the last and I asked them 
straight out.  “I don’t know where people get that,” Florence said, somewhat exasperated. 
Camille admitted she had some problems with asthma, but she continued making trip after trip 
up and down the staircases, decorating the banisters with red velvet bows and running greenery, 
without the hint of a wheeze. “We’ll be doing it as long as we can,” Florence promised me and 
Camille added, “We’re too busy living to do anything else.” 
  



 
 
 

THE PKFA NEWS 
August 25, 2010 

    
 

Article from the 25 August 2010 edition of 
the Claiborne Progress - Tazewell, Tennessee 
Contributed by Anne Abbott of Tuscon, AZ 



 

 

THE PKFA NEWS 
September 9, 2010 

Loss of Long Time PKFA Member 
 

[Published in The Times-Picayune on September 9, 2010] 
 

Neill M. "Buddy" Kivett Jr. 

Neill M. "Buddy" Kivett, Jr. passed away at St. Tammany Parish Hospital on Friday, 
September 3, 2010 at the age of 89. A native of Charlotte, North Carolina and a resident of 
Covington, LA for the past 40 years. Beloved husband of the late Anna Lou Carr Kivett. 
Father of Dianne K. Butler and her husband M.O. "Buddy" Butler of Shell Knob, MO. 
Son of the late Lillian Long Kivett and Neill M. Kivett, Sr. Brother of Mary 
Myers-Holzmann, the late Bill Kivett and Lillian K. Granger. Grandfather of Jody 
Strickland and Sandra Strickland. 

Also survived by 3 great-grandchildren, 3 great-great-grand-children, many cousins, 
family, friends and his faithful companion, his dog "Buddy", whom he loved dearly. 
Buddy was a Veteran of World War II where he served as Sergeant in the U.S. Army Air 
Force. He was a member of Waldheim United Methodist Church and he enjoyed singing 
in the choir and other gospel functions and playing musical instruments. He was also a 
member of Sun Lodge No. 336, F&AM. He will be sadly missed by all who knew and 
loved him. 

Relatives and friends are invited to attend the Memorial Service at Waldheim United 
Methodist Church, 77067 Highway 21, Covington, LA 70435 on Friday, September 10, 
2010 at 10:00 am. Interment will follow in Waldheim Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to Haven of the Ozarks Animal Sanctuary, 9617 Farm Road 
2190, Washburn, MO 65772. Arrangements by Bagnell & Son Funeral Home of 
Covington, LA. To view and sign the family guest book, please 
visit www.bagnellfuneralhome.com. 

 
 

http://www.bagnellfuneralhome.com/


 

 

THE PKFA NEWS 
July 6, 2010 

Loss of Long Time PKFA Member 
 

[Reprinted from 30 June 2010 Washington, NC Memorial Service Program] 
 
Jerry David Kivett, 75, died on June 26 from lung and brain cancer.  He is survived by his wife, Ann, 
their three sons and their wives: Dave and Beth, Mike and Kara, and Josh and Brooke. He also had seven 
grandchildren: Durham, Sophie Ann, Jerry, Grace, Michael, Ryan, and Caroline.  
 
Jerry was born in 1935 in Greensboro, NC; the only child of George Low Kivett of Ramseur, NC and 
Mary Decie Teague of Siler City, NC. He graduated from Graham High School in 1953 and then 
Davidson College in 1957 where he earned a Bachelor of arts degree in Psychology.  
 
Following college, Jerry served in the United States Army for three years, much of that time in service 
with the Army Counter Intelligence Corps. On July 15, 1960, Jerry married Mary Ann Tayloe of 
Washington, NC - the beginning of a union that would last 50 years.  
 
After an honorable discharge from the Army, he worked for Wells Fargo Armored Service before 
joining the United States Secret Service in September 1961. 
 
Just seven months after joining the Secret Service, Jerry was assigned to the protection detail of Vice 
President Lyndon Johnson in May of 1962. The following year, he was in the vehicle behind the Vice 
President when President Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas on November 22, 1963.  
 
During President Johnson's time in the White House, Jerry continued his service to the first family, 
serving as the lead agent for Lady Bird Johnson's protective detail. Following his years in the White 
House, he served as Special Agent in Charge of the Richmond and then Atlanta field offices. 
 
After retiring from the Secret Service in 1982, Jerry worked in corporate security with the Georgia 
Power Company. He retired from Georgia Power in 2000, but continued his service to others through 
community service and volunteer work.  
 
Jerry and Ann called, Marietta, GA home for over 36 years and he will be missed by their many friends 
and those whose lives he impacted.  
 
Jerry will be remembered as a man of unquestioned honesty, integrity, loyalty and faith. His devotion to, 
and respect and abiding love for, Ann will be forever honored by his family, especially his sons.  
 




