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Great Quaker Ideals

The great spiritual ideals which George Fox pro-

\~ claimed were fundamental Christian principles as he

understood them. We can call them Quaker ideals only
because Friends have emphasized them. Some are listed
for present-day consideration.

A SPIRITUAL INTERPRETATION OF LIFE

Friends brought with them to America a deep faith
in God, and a spiritual interpretation of life, in strong
contrast to the crass materialism which went into the
settlement of much of the Americas. Friends did not
come to seek gold as did the early Spanish explorers, nor
did they come to exploit the Indians. They came to
establish homes where they might find freedom to live
and work and worship in accordance with their deep
religious convictions.

Friends believed that all of life should be kept sacred
and sacramental. In the new world the hills, the valleys,
the streams, the soil and the wildlife were accepted as a
sacred trust from God’s creative hand, to be used in
grateful acknowledgment of His providential care. None
of these things were to be exploited or desecrated. This
basic Quaker testimony concerning the sacredness of all
of God’s creation has great relevance to the conserva-
tion problems of our day. This concept has found re-
cent expression as follows:

As to our own planet which God has given us for a
dwelling place, we must be mindful that it is given in
stewardship. The power over nature that scientific
knowledge has put into our hands, if used in lust on
greed, fear or hatred, can bring us to utter destruc-
tion . .. . We have the choice between life and death.
If we choose life we may now feed the hungry, clothe
the naked, and heal the sick . . .. To conserve nature
is . .. a contribution to the fuller life of mankind.
(Christian Faith and Practice,

London Yearly Meeting, P. 535)

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

Having suffered severe religious persecution them-
selves in the old countries, Friends were in position to
appreciate and to cherish religious freedom in a realistic
way. Desiring this freedom for themselves, Friends were
willing to grant it to others, as was shown in Pennsyl-
vania and in every other Colony where they were strong
and influential. Persecuted themselves, they never per-
secuted others, even when in position to do so. This was
in sharp contrast with the Puritans in Massachusetts,
for example, who wanted religious freedom for them-
selves, but were not willing to grant it to others.

Religious freedom is far more than the absence of
governmental restraint. The Church in Rome and many
Protestant denominations are strongly authoritarian in
nature. The individual is told what to believe, how to
interpret Scripture, and precisely what moral decisions
and conclusions he must reach. In contrast, Quakers
enjoy great measures of religious freedom - based on the

fundamental concept of the dignity and freedom of each
individual before God.

EQUALITY AND DEMOCRACY

Friends brought with them to America ideals of
equality and democracy. The fact that we have no
titled nobility in our country is due in no small measure
to Quaker influence.

The Quaker faith that there is something sacred
(“that of God”) in every person means that there is
a basic equality among all people. This is soundly based
on the New Testament teaching that before God there
are no “differences,” and that all share alike in His love
and care. Friends would not bow down before the proud
and the powerful, neither would they look with con-
tempt upon the poor and the unfortunate. Friends were
deeply convinced that each person should be accepted
with brotherly love and respect, regardless of his ethnic
group.

Until this time, women were considered “secondary”
in the church. In a Quaker meeting for worship, women
found equality! Again Friends were centuries ahead of
their times, for to this day many religious bodies are not
yet ready to grant equality to women.

With reference to our political democracy, the Con-
stitution of the United States contains an amazing
number of concepts stated earlier by William Penn.
When the Constitutional Convention met in Philadelphia
in 1787, there were very few Quakers present. It was
too soon after the war in which they had not parti-
cipated. Nevertheless, the ideals and principles which
had been tried and tested in Pennsylvania were heavily
drawn upon for the new Constitution. In brief, some of
these principles were religious freedom; the separation
of church and state; the right of congress to convene
and adjourn according to law (even the name “con-
gress” had been suggested by William Penn in a pro-
posal for union in 1696); two representatives (sena-
tors) from each state, with one third to be elected every
two years; the right of Congress to regulate commerce
among the states; and finally, the vital principle that
the constitution be flexible enough to be amended with
changing conditions.

THE SACREDNESS OF HUMAN LIFE

Belief in the sacredness of human life was inherent
in the Quaker-Christian faith from the very beginning.
Its basis is found in the teachings of Jesus, and its roots
are to be found in the Old Testament.

In coming to America this basic principle was ap-
plied to the Indians, who were treated with justice, re-
spect, kindness and love. This was in sharp contrast to
the way in which most colonial settlers dealt with the
Indians. One of the darkest pages in American history
is the way in which “native Americans” were robbed
of their lands and destroyed. If all the early settlers had
been Quakers, there would have been no Indian wars!

If all the settlers had been Quakers, the slavery prob-
lem could have been settled without a Civil War.

In a day when mentally and emotionally disturbed
people were treated with harsh brutality, Quaker kind-

.



Hopewell Meeting House, Fairfax, Virginia. The
right section was built in 1759; the left in
1789. A log building preceded this one.

Cane Creek Meeting was established in 1751,
and was the mother Meeting for the Piedmont
area, 0!d Cane Creek Meeting House

. Dixon's Mill at Snow Camp, the first in Ala-
mance County

FRIENDS SETTLE
IN THE PIEDMONT

The Quaker penetration of the extensive Piedmont region of the Caro-
linas and Georgia was a part of one of the most significant developments in
American colonial history - the settlement of the first West. On the emi-
grant roads across this back-country, Quakers were a small minority in the
steady flow- of the migrating population during the second and third quar-
ters of the eighteenth century.

The primary reason for the tremendous migration to the South was the
abundance of cheap land. For the price of one acre of land in southeastern
Pennsylvania, several acres could be bought in central North Carolina. Here
the climate was more friendly and the growing season longer than in
Pennsylvania.

The first Meeting set up on the emigrant road southward was Monocacy
Meeting in Maryland. In 1732, a company made up largely of Quakers ac-
quired from the Government of the Province of Virginia 100,000 acres of
land near the present city of Winchester. Here the Hopewell Monthly Meet-
ing was established in 1735. This proved to be an important beachhead
for the Quaker invasion of the hinterland of the South. Through the next
fifty years they averaged setting up more than one Meeting a year.

These migrating Quakers reached the central part of North Carolina in
the late 1740s. The momentum of the movement, in its early stages, is indi-
cated by the almost simultaneous emergence of Quaker communities in
Orange, Alamance, Guilford, Chatham and Randolph counties. By 1751
there were enough Friends in this region to warrant the establishment of a
Monthly Meeting. It was given the name “Cane Creek”, and began with two
preparative meetings, Cane Creek and New Garden. Though these two
Meetings were about thirty-five miles apart the sessions of the Monthly
Meeting alternated between the two until 1754, when New Garden was given
the status of a Monthly Meeting. Some of the Meetings which emerged in
this broad region were, Eno, Spring, Cane Creek, Rocky River, New Garden,
Centre and Deep River.

During the first decade of the history of Friends in the Piedmont,
the largest number of certificates of membership came from Meetings in
Pennsylvania, with a little more than half as many from Meetings in Vir-
ginia, and a small number from Maryland, eastern North Carolina and from
Ireland. Many of the Friends who came from Meetings in Virginia were
born either in Pennsylvania or abroad. A considerable number of Friends
arrived from the Island of Nantucket between 1770 and the beginning of
the Revolutionary War. They settled within the limits of New Garden and
two of its subordinate Meetings, Centre and Deep River.

A list of the outstanding families in the early membership of Cane Creek
and New Garden would seem like the roll of the families which have fur-
nished much of the leadership in the history of North Carolina Friends and
of the Yearly Meetings to the west of the Appalachians. Friends in these
families gave Cane Creek and New Garden Meetings the spiritual and
intellectual stamina which enabled them to make a great impact on the
history of the Yearly Meeting.

In the 1750s the volume of the total immigration into Piedmont North
Carolina was phenomenal. The rapid development of Meetings in-iicates
that Friends were coming in large numbers. Barely a decade after these
pioneer Quakers arrived, the Yearly Meecting gave Friends in Cane Creek
and New Garden Meeting the responsibilities of a Quarterly Meeting.

The stream of Quaker migration to the south stopped in South Caro-
lina and Georgia.
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CANE CREEK
MEETING

First Monthly Meetlnﬂ
of Friends in centra
North Carolina. 1751
Present building s on
the original site.

In 1750 William Hogatt (above) a Quaker pio-
neer from Pennsylvania came to the friendly
Indian Village on Pole Cat Creek, liked the
territory, and bought one square mile (640
acres) of land. His survey piat is shown at the
left. He built the log house above, which is
still standing.
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Below is a part of the old section of the Cane Creek cemetery.
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FRIENDS AND THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR

The Revolutionary War was a
traumatic ordeal for many of the
Friends in the Carolinas and Geor-
gia. Conscription, the oath of allegi-
ance, and the location of some of
their Meetings in the vortex of the
bitter civil war between the des-
perate Whigs and Tories, made life
extremely difficult for individual
Friends and their Meetings. Around
them was guerrilla warfare in which
bands fought bands from ambush, or
in the open. Neighbor was pitted
against neighbor; even families were
divided. Murder, revenge, pillage
and robbery were the prevalent
methods of combat. Quakers be-
came victims of the conflict. Some
Friends communities in the valleys
of Cane Creek, Deep River, Cape
Fear River and the Saluda River
were in the worst of it.

Roving bands, or any military
unit of either belligerent party, con-
sidered anyone who would not join
them an enemy. Some Friends are
known to have been in peril of their
lives from first one side and then the
other. One Friend owed his life to
the failure of a gun to fire, and the
subsequent intercession of one of his
captors. Many were victims of for-
aging and pillaging; some were sub-
jected to painful beatings for re-
fusing military service.

Eventually the General Assembly
of North Carolina made exceptions
in the law on conscription and the
oath of allegiance for Friends, Men-
nonites and Moravians; but anyone
who took advantage of either of
these was subject to the payment of
a heavy tax. For most Quakers this
was not acceptable. Disownments
for “warlike actions”, such as taking
the oath of allegiance or payment
of the war tax, were widespread.
Disownments were especially heavy
in Cane Creek, Bush River and
Wrightsboro Meetings.

Marching armies lived off the
country through which they passed,
and Quaker homes, barns and pas-
tures were as subject to their ruth-
less foragers. A large part of the Bri-
tish army camped by the Meeting
House of Deep River Friends, just
prior to the battle of Guilford Court
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Marker in New Garden Cemetery

House. The New Garden community
was scoured by both British and
American foragers before and after
the battle. The community was so
thoroughly cleaned of its provisions
that a few days after the battle
General Greene’s foragers had to go
nine miles from the main road to
find any grain or meat. When the
retreating British stopped at Cane
Creek they collected a large num-
ber of cattle and sheep from the
people of the community, butchered
them on the Meeting House grounds
and cut up the meat on the Meeting
House benches.

The battle of Guilford Court
House loaded the New Garden
Friends with a tremendous respon-
sibility. The 'main battle and the
early morning skirmishes around
and near the Meeting House left
dead to be buried and wounded to
be cared for. Cornwallis sent seven-

“Revolutionary Oak” in the New Garden ceme-
tery, 1956

ty mortally wounded men from the
main battlefield. These and other
wounded men, including many from
the American army, filled the Meet-
ing House and the homes of Friends
in the area. Friends cared for all
alike, regardless of their army affilia-
tion.

Though General Nathaniel
Greene, the American commander,
had been a member of a Friends
Meeting in New England, his plea
for New Garden Friends to give at
least their sympathetic support to
the independence cause fell on deaf
ears. To them war was contrary to
the will of God and they could not
aid in any way either side in the
conflict.

If it were possible to penetrate the
minds of Friends during the Revolu-
tionary War, a pro-Loyalist sym-
pathy would likely be found. Friends
have generally given their support,
within God’s will, to established
government, and have certainly not
favored its overthrow by military
force. The war put a tremendous
strain on many Quaker families,
even to the point of dividing some
of them. As an example, in one
family two sons who had been dis-
owned for “marrying out of unity”
felt that they must be loyal to the
established government and joined
the Loyalist forces. One of their
brothers was Clerk of the local
Meeting during the war and another
became prominent in the State gov-
ernment after the war. In another
family, some of the sons remained
loyal to the Quaker faith while two
joined the Whig forces - one reach-
ing the rank of captain.

Through the past three centuries
Friends have been tested and tried
in many extremely difficult situa-
tions. When difficult decisions had
to be made, two guiding principles
have been kept in view: opposi-
tion to violence and war, and good
citizenship. Friends have earnestly
tried to “render unto Caesar” his
rightful dues, without violating the
other half of the commandment,
“Render unto God that which is
God’s”. This has not always been
easy.




Slavery
A Conflict of Values

The institution of human slavery plagued North
Carolina Friends for almost two hundred years!

The perplexities and difficulties are not easy for us to
understand. Why did not early Friends simply set their
slaves free, and thus clear themselves of the problem
completely? In asking this, we lose sight of many pain-
ful dilemmas which had to be faced.

To live within a culture, or society, and to oppose
the basic institutions of that society, always brings acute
problems. Just how much Friends suffered on account
of their unpopular testimony, we shall never know. So
painful did the situation become that hundreds upon
hundreds of Quaker families decided to leave the homes
which they had laboriously built, and to begin life anew
beyond the Ohio River. This was the fundamental
basis of the westward migrations which we shall con-
sider further in pages following.

Friends learned that merely setting slaves free was
not always a good solution. State laws permitted freed

__Negroes to be captured and resold. From John Hunt’s
Journal for the year 1798 we learn that in the Albe-
marle Sound area (Pasquotank and Perquimans Coun-
ties) 134 slaves who had been set free by Carolina
Quakers at great financial loss to themselves, were
caught by unscrupulous traders and sold back into
bondage! In such circumstances, setting slaves free
served only to deepen human tragedy.

Sometimes at a slave auction a child might be sold
away from its mother. In such a case, Quaker compas-
sion cried out that both mother and child should be
“bought” to keep them together. Tearful entreaties,
“Buy me, buy my child!” were difficult to turn down,
even at financial sacrifice. All manner of human situa-
tions had to be dealt with as circumstances required.

For a time prior to the Civil War, North Carolina

Yearly Meeting assumed legal “ownership” of several
hundred Blacks in order to afford them some protec-
-tion against seizure by unscrupulous traders. Under
such circumstances it was only natural that efforts
should be undertaken to transport these people to free
states, or to Canada.

Looking back from our vantage point we may wonder
why it took Friends a century or more to clear them-
selves of all participation in the institution of human
_Slav_ery_ The answer lies in the fact that challenging an
institution which is as old as human history is not easy.
In Bible times, human servitude was a common, ac-
cepted part of the human situation. Strangely enough,
slavery is not expressly forbidden in the New Testament,

althought it is clear to us now that certain spiritual
principles set forth in the teachings of Jesus make it
impossible. Early Friends, being citizens of their own
era, took some time to realize clearly that their testi-
mony relative to the basic dignity, equality and free-
dom of all God’s children applied to people of all
races. The significant fact is not that Friends were slow,
but that they were early — pioneering in human rela-
tions a hundred years before other religious groups
caught the same vision!




Quaker migrations have shaped the course of Quaker
history from time to time through the past three cen-
turies. This was especially true of the exodus of South-
ern Quakers who moved westward during the 75 years
preceding the Civil War. No other migration has been
so extended, so massive.

The Ordinance of 1787, by which the great North-
west Territory was declared to be a land forever free
from slavery, opened new doors of opportunity to
Southern Quakers. The exodus began soon thereafter.

The Quaker population of the South was decimated.
Virginia Yearly Meeting declined and was finally laid
down. All Meetings in South Carolina and Georgia dis-
appeared, and the continued existence of North Caro-
lina Yearly Meeting was for a time uncertain.

In some instances a major portion of the member-
ship of a Meeting would decide to make the journey
westward together, leaving behind them an empty
meeting-house and a lonely cemetery.

The full and complete story of these Quaker migra-
tions has never been told, and, perhaps never can be.
No one knows just how many Friends moved from
North Carolina westward into Ohio and Indiana, and
into other adjoining states. Timothy Nicholson esti-
mated that between 1800 and 1860 at least 6,000
Friends settled in the midwest, most of whom were
from North Carolina. But even if his estimate should be
fairly accurate, it is only one part of the total story.
There were many removals before and after these dates.
As early as 1768 some Friends crossed the mountains
and settled in Tennessee.

The total picture is very complex. Not all Friends
moved directly westward. For example, a number of
Bush River Friends (South Carolina) moved into
North Carolina,

WESTWARD MIGRATIONS

Just how many Meetings declined and disappeared
because of this Quaker exodus? We do not know. Fur-
ther research may be done in the future to clarify the
picture, but many lost records are gone forever.

After the Civil War, there was another surge of west-
ward migration. Hundreds of families, left destitute by
the ravages of war, were in desperate circumstances.
Their Confederate currency was worthless, there was nio
food for the table, no seed for planting. At this critical
time, Addison Coffin repeatedly visited Meetings across
the State arguing that Friends in the South had fulfilled
their mission; that they had protested against slavery
and against war; and since there was no occasion for
them to stay longer in a hopeless situation, they should
go west. To strengthen his appeals, Coffin gave glow-
ing accounts of the rich lands beyond the Ohio River.
It is said that between 1866 and 1872 Coffin organized
some ten emigrant trains each year. The figures may be
greatly exaggerated, but he claimed to have conducted
some 14,000 people westward, nearly half of whom
were children. What percentage of them were Quakers,
we do not know.

Fortunately, not all Friends shared Addison Coffin’s
concern. A deep conviction that Quakerism in the
South ought to be saved developed in the hearts of
men such as Nereus Mendenhall of Guilford College,
and Francis T. King of Baltimore. These men endeav-
ored to persuade Coffin to discontinue his efforts, point-
ing out that he was in effect destroying North Carolina
Yearly Meeting. At this crucial time, the Baltimore
Association came into existence, and its timely work in
providing material assistance to North Carolina Friends
encouraged them to stay, rather than to leave. This
Good Samaritan service proved to be the turning point
in preserving the existence of the Yearly Meeting.




Across
the Mountains

Two major routes were followed
by North Carolina Friends who
traveled westward. These are
shown on the accompanying map.

One of these was called Boone's
Trail. It went westward from Salis-
bury through the Cumberland Gap
into Kentucky, and thence north-
ward into Ohio and Indiana. This
trail was used by many of the
Friends who came up from South
Carolina and Georgia. The other
trail was called the Kanawah Route.
It led toward Point Pleasant on the
Ohio River by way of Ft. Chiswell,
Gauley Bridge, and Charleston,
West Virginia.

Some Eastern Quarter Friends
traveled the Virginia Turnpike.

The very earliest migrants to head
westward followed buffalo trails or
Indian paths—unti] these trails were
widened into what might be called
roads. People traveled by covered
wagons drawn by oxen or horses.
Most able-bodied people walked, for
the wagons were loaded to capacity.
Several families usually traveled to-
gether, cooperating in the common
task of getting their wagons over the
steep hills and mountains.

Dangers and hardships were the
common lot of all who undertook
this journey of five to eight hundred
miles. Not everyone survived.

Addison Coffin, son of Vestal and Alethea Cof-
fin, active in assisting Friends to move west
after the Civil War
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Solomon and Elizabeth Beals Hinshaw. active
in the beginning of Rocky River Meeting, mi-
grated to Indiana in 1862

From a photograph, ca. 1869




The old and the new Meeting Houses at Hick-
ory Valtey, Tennessee, drawn by John Collins.

Below: his drawings of three Tennessee Quaker
farmhouses, 1871.

Timothy Nicholson, ““Master Quaker”

North Carolina Friends

In the Midwest

While North Carolina Yearly
Meeting did not actually set up any
Yearly Meectings west of the Al-
leghenies, it did furnish a major por-
tion of the membership of some, and
the capable leadership which was
necessary for the development of
these Yearly Meetings.

Erroll Elliott has said of the mid-
nineteenth century period: “There
was not a Yearly Meeting, not a
college in the West but had North
Carolinians leading and supporting
them. The Mid-west, the West, and
the Northwest were thriving trans-
plants of healthy North Carolina
rootage . . . .. Friends of America
do not know their own history if
they do not know the moving story
of North Carolina Yearly Meeting
through her three centuries of test-
ings and growth, a growth wrested
from the stubborn soil of her times,
and one of Quakerism’s greatest vic-
tories.”

Fortunately, there has been two-
way traffic on the road westward.
Some of the “children” of the West
came back to help North Carolina
Friends when the tragic Civil War
had left its wake of destruction.
Joseph Moore, later President of
Earlham College, came to work with
the Baltimore Association in reviv-
ing the stricken Quaker schools. Al-
len Jay came to Carolina and con-
tinued this work. These men came
in the love of their “parents” and of
their relatives who had remained in
the South.

In spite of migrations, in spite of
“transplantings” in the West, the
taproot of Quakerism in North
Carolina remained strong. From it
sprouted vigorous new growth in the
years following the Civil War.

Much of the very lifeblood of
North Carolina Yearly Meeting was
poured into the Quaker arteries of
the West during the great migra-
tions. One has but to read the
names of family lines to see her
contributions to nine Yearly Meet-
ings of the Mississippi Valley and
the West Coast. These family names,

too numerous to list fully, have
helped to make history all the way
from the Albemarle Sound to the
Puget Sound, from the Atlantic to
the Pacific. The first half of North
Carolina’s first three centuries be-
longs to Friends all across the coun-
try.

It is a risk to name a few family
lines, as if they were more important
than others, yet a few names will
illustrate what many others contrib-
uted.

From the Nicholson family line
came Timothy Nicholson whose
leadership in Indiana helped to es-
tablish lasting institutions. He was a
kind of anchorman for Indiana
Yearly Meeting, and was called
“Master Quaker”. His brother Wil-
liam Nicholson became a leading
Friend of Kansas years before the
territory, known as “Bleeding Kan-
sas”, became a state in the Union.
He was the first clerk of Kansas
Yearly Meeting.

The family line of Coffin looms
large in the history of most Yearly
Meetings of the Midwest. Elijah
Coffin, appointed clerk of North
Carolina Yearly Meeting when only
24 years of age, later moved to In-
diana and served for thirty-one years
as clerk of Indiana Yearly Meeting.
He was a leading figure in the estab-
lishment of the boarding school
which became Earlham College.
The name of Levi Coffin lives in
Quaker memories as “President of
the Underground Railroad”. William
V. Coffin was a leading Friend in
the establishing of Whittier College,
and presided at the opening of Cali-
fornia Yearly Meeting.

William Hobson was given to the
West by Yadkin Valley Friends. He
made a major contribution when
Jowa Yearly Meeting was being
formed, then led in the Quaker
colonization of Oregon, and is
known as “The Father of Oregon
Yearly Meeting™.

These are but three family lines
out of dozens which could be men-
tioned.
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THE CIVIL WAR | ¢ 7
PERIOD

A Station on the Underground Railroad, at
Jamestown, built by Richard Mendenhall, father
of Nereus. Once used as a stage coach inn.

The Underground
Railroad

An acute ethical problem for
Friends arose when slaves, hearing
of freedom beyond the Ohio River,
undertook to run away. Many of
these runaways were caught apd
brought back in chains. Sometimes
frightened run-away slaves would
come to Quaker homes in the night
pleading for help and protection.
What should Quakers do under such
circumstances?

The basic issue involved was hu-
man rights versus property rights.
Which should prevail, the slave-
holder’s property rights, or the
slave’s human rights? On the whole
Friends responded to pleas for help
and protection. Run-away slaves
were given food, and allowed to hide
themselves in the haymow, or some
other suitable place during the day,
in order to be ready to travel farth-
er northward and westward the next
night.
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Under the leadership and super-
vision of Levi Coffin and his cousin
Vestal Coffin an “Underground
Railroad” was established. This was
a series of Quaker homes stretching
from North Carolina to Indiana and
beyond, where slaves could find
food and a place to sleep in safety
by day, making themselves ready
for more travel the next night. The
“President” of the Underground
Railroad was Levi Coffin, who was
born on his father’s farm in the New
Garden community in 1798.

As a boy Levi Coffin watched
slaves being driven by his house in
coffles - that is, two fastened to-
gether on each side of a big chain,
which made four abreast. Several
coffles were followed by a white
man on a horse carrying a long
whip. Young Levi was much dis-
tressed. When he found slaves rest-
ing on the ground at night near his
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home, he would talk to them. Find-
ing that he was a sympathetic list-
ener, they would tell him abeut their
children; how they had to leave
them behind, and how their families
had been separated and sold. Levi
saw the human misery involved in
the slavery system, and resolved to
do something to help these people.

After he had grown up and was
married, he and his wife Catherine
moved to Ohio, where they sought
ways to help slaves. His home soon
became known as a place where
run-away slaves from the South
could come for food and shelter and
clothes, and for assistance in getting
on to the next “station,” another
Quaker home still farther north.
Over a period of twenty years, he
and Catherine helped an estimated
3,300 slaves!




William B. Hockett

Thomas and Mary Barker Hinshaw

Himelius Hockett

Civil War Suffering

In this brief volume, an adequate
account of the suffering which
Southern Quakers endured during
the Civil War cannot be given.
Neither can we indicate the bitter-
ness which was engendered by this
fraticidal conflict.

The division between North and
South was never clear-cut according
to any state boundaries. Historians
say that in Piedmont North Caro-
lina there was widespread opposi-
tion to the war, even among non-
Quakers. It is said that some sec-
tions furnished as many soldiers to
the Union Army as to the Confed-
erate Army. Community was divided
against community, neighbor against
neighbor, family against family, and
sometimes brother against brother.
Because they could not participate
in the war, Friends had to endure
the intense persecution of those who
supported it.

Friends who remained in the
South, sometimes isolated and few
in number, found themselves in an
extremely difficult situation. They
could not participate in the conflict,
but what should they do when faced
with conscription? Some of them
paid a heavy exemption tax, for the
Confederacy desperately needed
money. Others went to the salt
works, or to the iron works, or to
some form of war-essential labor.
Some who felt that these evasions of
military service were not in keeping
with their peace testimonies re-
mained quietly at home until for-
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cibly taken into the army. where
they steadfastly refused to bear
arms, even in the face of physical
threatenings and torture.

Quite a few men, some Friends
and some non-Friends, made their
way through the mountains across
the Ohio River into Ohio and In-
diana. Others undertook to “hide
out” for the duration of the war. As
the war continued and as the need
for men in the armies intensified, the
Home Guard went to great lengths
to ferret out these missing men. Rel-
atives were questioned as to their
whereabouts, and sometimes torture
was used to gain information. Near
the writer’s home one pregnant
woman died as a result of being
strung up by her thumbs.

In this terrible time of testing,
not all Friends stood true to their
testimonies, but in general their
position was dictated by three basic
convictions:

1. They were conscientiously op-
posed to the slavery system,
which was at the root of the
conflict.

2. Being loyal citizens of the
country, they were opposed to
seceding from the Union.

3. They could not take up weap-
ons of death against anyone,
much less their fellow country-
men.

Stated positively, Friends put their
peace testimony into practice; they
stood for the freedom and dignity of
every individual person, white or

black; they maintained their loyal-
ty as citizens of the United States.

As the terrible war years dragged
on. food and clothing became scarce,
and hunger became a threat to life,
espccially to the very old and the
very young. Epidemics of smallpox
and diphtheria swept throught com-
munity after community. The writ-
er's great-grandmother died of
smallpox, leaving four small child-
ren to be fed and clothed by an old-
er sister only twelve years of age.
How she achieved this for four long
years is truly miraculous.

When the salt works were de-
stroyed during the final days of the
war, people would dig up the dirt
floor of the smokehouse and boil
it to get salt for their meagre cook-
ing.

Dr. William Stout, of the Holly
Spring community, having no access
to medical supplies, walked the
banks of Deep River for miles
searching for medicinal roots and
herbs from which he could make
teas and poultices for the sick.

Suffering was particularly intense
for those whose homes lay in the
parts of the South which were de-
vastated by Johnston's and Sher-
man’s Armies. The last battle be-
tween Johnston and Sherman was
fought in a Quaker neighborhood,
near Bentonville. In his Autobio-
graphy, Allen Jay says: “Our dear
friend William Cox’s house was
situated in the midst of the con-
flict. The effect of the bullets upon
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RECONSTRUCTION
The Power to Survive

How can the amazing survival and recovery of North
Carolina Yearly Meeting after the Civil War be ex-
plained? Perhaps three major factors could be listed:

1. Special Divine providence. God must have had
a continuing mission and purpose for Friends in
the South.

2. The character, the courage, the heroism of indivi-
dual Friends in the local Meetings.

3. The assistance of the Baltimore Association.

How many friends came bagk to North Carolina
after the war was over? No one knows, for such a re-
cord has never been compiled. Apparently the number
was considerable. As examples one might mention John
W. Woody, who became professor of history at Guil-
ford College; Rufus P. King, who became a prominent
minister in the Yearly Meeting; the Marshall and Lind-
ley and Harris families of the Plainfield-South Fork
community; the Barkers and Hinshaws of the Holly
Spring community; and many others across the state.

The reasons for this return migration were many
and varied. Some found that the soil of Southern Ohio
and Indiana was no better than that which they had left,

and the climate much less desirable. Some were simply

“homesick” for the old familiar surroundings. Some
experienced a Divine compulsion to return. For ex-
ample, Thomas Hinshaw, a “suffering C.O.” during
the war, was taken as a prisoner of war after the battle
of Gettysburg. Upon the request of Philadelphia Friends
he was released by direction of President Lincoln (along
with William Hockett and others) to go “anywhere in
free territory”. Naturally he made his way to Indiana
to join relatives there. When given permission to write
a letter home more than a year later (1864), he indi-
cated his whereabouts. His wife, Mary Barker Hinshaw,
then gathered the children into the farm wagon and
made her way across the mountains to Indiana. When
the war was over, in obedience to clear leadings of the
Spirit, they made their way back to the old homestead.
Errol Elliott has said that the continued existence of
North Carolina Yearly Meeting during the Civil War
and its amazing recovery afterward is one of the major
victories of Quakerism. In his own words: “The his-
tory of Friends in the South has no parallel in the Soci-
ety of Friends, both in what occurred during the first
two centuries and in the expansion of the Yearly Meet-
ing during the last century. The first two hundred
years represents a test of Quakerism not to be found
elsewhere in Quaker history.”
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Allen Jay comments on how faithfully North Caro-
lina Friends had borne their testimony to the cause of
peace during the Civil War:

One thing impressed me day after day, in going from
one home to another and from one meeting to an-
other - that I was in the midst of a people who, with-
out noise or any great flourish of trumpets, had fought
and won a silent yet glorious victory, for “they en-
dured as seeing Him who is invisible,” and as we
listened to the pitiful stories of their trials, privations
and persecutions, we felt that we were among a
people who had walked through the fiery furnace
unconscious that “One like unto the Son of Man was
with them.” They had come out “without the smell
of fire upon their garments . . . .” They appeared
little to realize that they had been making history
that would place them in the list of God's heroes;
that they were sowing the seed that would build up
his kingdom on earth again . . . . They had heard the
voice of God and were faithful to His will; men and
women who knew more of God than some whom I
have since met who make a much louder profession,
talk more about doctrine . . . . (Autobiography,
pp. 42-44)

Through the efforts of wise and consecrated leader-
ship, the Yearly Meeting was able to avoid the Hick-
site controversy and the Great Separation which oc-
curred in Philadelphia Yearly Meeting in 1827, and
in four other Yearly Meetings the year following. For
two hundred years North Carolina Friends maintained
a degree of purity which caused the historian Stephen
B. Weeks to say in 1896: “This Yearly Meeting has
been particularly free from internal dissentions . . . .
It has perhaps had less internal disorder than any other
Yearly Meeting in America.”

Although North Carolina Yearly Meeting suffered
severely from the loss of strong leadership in the west-
ward migrations, the quality and calibre of the Friends
who stayed was high also. The growth of the Yearly
Meeting in the decade after the Civil War was pheno-
menal. In 1866 the membership was 2,200; 1876 it had
climbed to 5,500. Out of the fires of persecution and
hardship had come forth strength.

Some of the Friends who weathered the storms of
war and suffering, and provided the solid foundations
for rebuilding Quakerism in the South, had deliberately
chosen to stay in Carolina because of a deep convic-
tion that it was God’s will that they should do so. Many
of these heroes of the faith are unknown to us today,
but one example may indicate something of the way
in which obedience to Divine guidance kept the Year-
ly Meeting alive. During the early stages of the Civil
War Nereus Mendenhall had his goods packed and
sent to the station for shipment to Indiana. The night
before the scheduled departure, he did not sleep. The
next morning with tears streaming down his face he
told his wife that he could not go, that it was God’s
will for him to stay. Together they rededicated their
lives to New Garden Boarding School and to North
Carolina Yearly Meeting. The years following were
filled with privations and hardships, but Nereus Men-
denhall could feel that he was doing God’s will.




Cane Creek

Just when the first Quaker settlers
arrived in the Piedmont area of
North Carolina is not known. By
1751 there were sufficient Quaker
families in the general Cane Creek
area to begin holding meetings for
worship. Thus the Cane Creek Meet-
ing had its beginnings - composed of
settlers from Pennsylvania, Mary-
land, Virginia, and a few from
castern North Carolina.

Just who were these “first fam-
ilies”? Any list of names must be
given with some uncertainty, and
with the knowledge that some of
these families were scattered in the
several communities which were at
that time included in the general
Cane Creek area, some more than
thirty miles away.

Those known to have settled in
the area before the Meeting was be-
gun October 7, 1751, were Balling-
gr, Beals, Brown, Chamness, Digks,
Dixon, Doan, Hiatt, Jones, Piggott,
Pike, Powell, Reynolds, Sumner,
Vestal, Wright.

Additional names show up in the
minutes before the end of 1752, but
it is quite likely that several in this
list had settled in the general area
before the first session of Cane
Creek Meeting. Also, it is quite cer-
tain that other family names would
be in the list if the records were
more complete. Additional names:
Armfield, Baldwin, Beeson, Bran-
son, Carr, Chapman, Clark, Cox,
Davis, Doan, Edwards, Henderson,
Hodgin, Hoggett, Holladay, Hunt,
Jackson, Knight, Marshall, Mat-
thews, Mills, Mendenhall, Moor-
man, Osborne, Ruddick, Sidwell,
Taylor, Thornburg, Williams.
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Cane Creek has had four, pos-
sibly five, meeting houses. The first
two were built of logs. Two have
been lost by fire: one in 1879;
the other in 1942.

Severe tests of strength and spiri-
tual vitality have come to this Meet-
ing in times of war and in times of
peace. The Regulator Movement,
followed by the Revolutionary War,
were both severe ordeals for the
Meeting. Armies invaded the area,
and Friends suffered from requisi-
tions and foraging. Some Friends
were drawn away from their peace
testimony, and were disowned. A
century later the Civil War also
proved to be a time of severe testing.

The membership of the Meeting
was severely depleted by the great
westward migrations, as family after
family moved to Ohio or Indiana.
To the great credit of the Meeting it
should be observed that there was
no weakening of the testimony
against war and slavery, and for the
proper education of the children.
Cane Creek Friends maintained lo-
cal elementary schools, and helped
to maintain the Yearly Meeting’s
New Garden Boarding School. In
1866, with the aid of the Baltimore
Association, Sylvan Academy was
begun, which became one of the
finest schools of its kind in the state.
(See page 47)

No inclusive list of outstanding
Friends can be given. but special
mention should be made of the in-
spired leadership of Eula Dixon.

Of the ten pastors who have
served the Meeting since the adop-
tion of the pastoral system, seven
have done their undergraduate work
at Guilford College.



