
Warren Ellis Whiteside, Jr. 

February 04, 1941 – September 09, 2018 

 

Warren Ellis Whiteside, Jr., age 77, of Townsend, DE passed away peacefully on Sunday, 

September 9th in Compassionate Care Hospice Inpatient Unit at St. Francis Hospital surrounded by 

family.  

 

Warren was born and raised in the Wilmington neighborhood known as “The Flats”, and attended 

Wilmington public schools, graduating from Wilmington High School in 1959.  

 

He worked briefly for DuPont as a chemist’s assistant before joining the U.S. Army Reserves (Signal 

Intelligence) and entering the apprenticeship program of the International Brotherhood of Electrical 

Workers (Local 313). Warren was an active, vocal, and proud union member for 50 years. He loved 

his work, and the men he worked with - men he called his brothers. Nicknamed “Jaws”, Warren 

loved conversations with anyone and everyone, and telling stories - of which he had many. 

 

Warren married Roberta Cardwell, originally of Blackpool, England in 1964, and always said it was 

the best decision he ever made. Warren and Roberta were foster parents for 10 years and cared for 

almost 20 infants and toddlers during that time. They worked hard, loved even harder, and enjoyed 

their life together while raising their two children. 

 

In 1994, Warren sought a seat on the New Castle County Council, as an Independent candidate 

against a long-term incumbent. He felt strongly about preserving the character and nature of lower 

New Castle County, and Delaware in general, and fought hard during the campaign. Though he 

wasn’t successful in the election, Warren did later succeed in winning over his former opponent and 

spent some hours with him in conversation many years later. 

 

In retirement, Warren nurtured a longtime interest in family history and genealogy. He became 

interested in genetics, and the role DNA could play in helping people learn more about their 

backgrounds and family histories. He, and others, established the Whiteside Family Association, a 

nonprofit organization created to further the documentation of those histories. After serving as 

President, Warren focused primarily on directing a project he began in order to encourage people to 

seek a deeper understanding of their backgrounds through DNA profiles. He enjoyed every minute 

of it, but most of all he loved discovering new relatives from people who were once complete 

strangers. 

 

Warren was preceded in death by his parents, Warren Ellis Whiteside and Hazel Elizabeth Wiley; his 

beloved aunts, uncles, and cousins; and some good friends.  

 

He is survived by his soulmate, Roberta, his daughter Kirsten, son Michael, daughter-in-law Evonne, 

and one grandson. He is also survived by his brother, K. Lee Whiteside of Wilmington, sister Ellen 

Farrelly of Circleville, OH, and extended family and friends. 

 

A memorial service will be held on Friday, September 14th at 6pm at Daniels & Hutchinson Funeral 

Home, 212 N. Broad St., Middletown, DE. Friends may visit from 5-6pm. Interment will be private. 

 


